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WHERE THE PAST  
MEETS THE FUTURE
Williamsburg was founded as the capital of 
the Virginia Colony in 1699 and celebrated its 
300th anniversary in 1999. The original capital 
of Jamestown was the first permanent English-
speaking settlement in the New World founded 
in 1607. Colonial 
leaders petitioned the 
Virginia Assembly to 
relocate the capital 
from Jamestown to 
Middle Plantation, 5 
miles inland between 
the James and the 
York Rivers. The new 
city was renamed 
Williamsburg in honor 
of England’s reigning 
monarch, King William 
III. From 1699 to 1780 
Williamsburg was the 
political, cultural, and 
educational center 
where the dream of 
American freedom, 
independence, and 
self-government was 
nurtured by the leadership of historical figures 
such as George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, 
George Mason, and Peyton Randolph.1

Williamsburg was one of America’s first planned 
cities. Laid out in 1699 under the supervision of 
Gov. Francis Nicholson, it was to be a “new and 
well-ordered city” suitable for the capital of the 
largest and most populous of the British colonies 
in America. A succession of beautiful capitol 
buildings became home to the oldest legislative 
assembly in the New World. The young city 

grew quickly into the center of political, religious, 
economic, and social life in Virginia.2

Williamsburg also became a center of learning. 
Famous political leaders emerged from the College 
of William & Mary, founded in 1693, such as 
Presidents Thomas Jefferson, James Monroe, and 
John Tyler. Today, William & Mary is the second-
oldest higher learning institution in the U.S. 

In 2023, the university 
ranked No. 41 in 
National Universities 
and No. 7 in Best 
Undergraduate 
Teaching.3 Although 
William & Mary has 
a 330-year history, it 
remains a cutting-edge 
research university 
that is innovative, 
vibrant, and engaged. 
As a public university, 
William & Mary is an 
important partner in 
the region’s economic 
success, both in 
terms of local and 
regional impact as 
it collaborates with 

businesses, nonprofits, and the public sector to 
strengthen the economic core.

Eastern State Hospital, the first hospital 
established in America for the care and treatment 
of mental illness, was founded in Williamsburg 
in 1773. The public hospital was built near the 
College of William & Mary in what is now known 
as Colonial Williamsburg. The hospital is still in 
operation today; however, it is no longer in the 
original restored building but is located on the 
outskirts of Williamsburg.
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In 1789, the capital was again moved, this 
time up the James River to Richmond, where it 
remains today. Williamsburg reverted to a quiet 
college town and rural county seat. In retrospect, 
Williamsburg’s loss of capital city status was its 
salvation, as many 18th-century buildings survived 
into the early 20th century. The restoration of 
Williamsburg began in 1926, after the Rector of 
Bruton Parish Church, the Rev. W.A.R. Goodwin, 
brought the City’s importance to the attention of 
John D. Rockefeller Jr., who then funded and led 
the massive reconstruction of the 18th-century 
city we see today. National attention soon focused 
on the restoration effort. During a landmark visit 
in 1934, Franklin D. Roosevelt proclaimed its main 
thoroughfare, Duke of Gloucester Street, “the most 
historic avenue in America.” 

WILLIAMSBURG TODAY
Today Colonial Williamsburg is still the only place 
that takes you back to a time when our country 
was being born, and the ideals that established 
the United States of America were being defined. 
In the Historic Area of the City,  the 18th century 
is happening right now. You can step back in time 
and experience the people who made America.4

Downtown Williamsburg is adjacent to the historic 
area and offers 21st-century shopping and dining 
experiences – both indoors and outdoors. From 
April through November,  you can enjoy a Saturday 
morning at the WILLIAMSBURG FARMERS 
MARKET. Flowerbeds and benches offer a tranquil 
setting for market shopping while listening to live 

music. This award-winning producer-only market 
offers vegetables, fruit, fish, meats (including 
free-range chickens, beef, lamb, and pork), artisan 
cheese, honey, peanuts, baked goods, pasta, 
handmade soap, potted plants, cut flowers, and 
many other offerings.

The SHOPS AT HIGH STREET offer the 
perfect combination of dining, entertainment 
and shopping. This area also offers a special 
community of luxurious condominiums, 
townhomes, and apartments – a vibrant 
downtown within a neighborly embrace.

Williamsburg’s new city center, MIDTOWN ROW, 
opened in 2021, in the heart of Williamsburg. This 
unique experience-based retail, entertainment, 
and residential district is adjacent to the campus 
of William & Mary, less than a mile from Colonial 
Williamsburg, and less than 5 miles from 
Jamestown, Yorktown, Busch Gardens, and Water 
Country USA. The development is designed as a 
pedestrian- and bicycle-friendly community with 
a village green, where outdoor programming and 
community events are hosted. Midtown Row 
includes restaurants, 233,047 square feet of retail 
shops, 6,219 square feet of premium office space, 
entertainment, and new residential apartments 
that accommodate up to 628 residents.

QUARTERPATH AT WILLIAMSBURG is a 
community designed to support a life of wellness. 
The neighborhood has walking trails, greenspaces, 
and world-class healthcare. This mixed-use village 
also features shops, restaurants, and office space.

“One Williamsburg that is courageously 
leading, innovating a modern city, prioritiz-
ing safety and wellness, engaging with our 
partners, while connecting with the world.”
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